From: Teren Shaffer

Sent: Wednesday, March 25, 2026 11:42 AM

To: 'Keller, Zach' <Zach.Keller@sen.ca.gov>; Mei Tsang <MTsang@uzllp.com>

Cc: Thomas J. Umberg <tumberg@uzllp.com>; Assaf, Mufida <Mufida.Assaf@sen.ca.gov>
Subject: RE: JLAC audit of OCBE concerns

Zach,

I made my position clear in my prior letter to Senator Umberg. While | appreciate your
comment (and his during testimony yesterday) that this audit is not about OCSA, it
impacts OCSA as it does every other school under OCBE’s purview. Spending an
estimated 4,200 hours on an audit is an exorbitant taxpayer expense, an unnecessary
fishing expedition veiled as anti-charter sentiment, and it will distract OCBE from their
highest priority — serving students.

OCBE is a top-rate charter authorizer; full stop. In fact, I’d like to share the attached
resolution recently adopted by our school’s Board of Trustees recognizing their
leadership, commitment to high quality oversight and expectations, and support for
students. This is in stark contrast to collaboration with a public school district like Santa
Ana Unified (our charter authorizer for 20 years). If anything requires an audit, it should
be their practices which almost resulted in their desired bankruptcy of OCSA (humbly,
one of the nation’s top charter schools which SAUSD wanted to wipe off the map)...
extortion, breach of contract, breach of trust, and ethical violations — anti-charter
sentiment (not only levied against OCSA but against ALL charter schools under SAUSD’s
supervision backin 2020).

I can’t understand why Senator Umberg’s office would focus on OCBE when SAUSD
requires so much support. Let’s improve outcomes for students in our community and
ensure quality for our children. Schools like OCSA endeavor to do this every day and we
wouldn’t be able to without the support of OCBE. Finally, | am fully supportive of
accountability and excellent governance. However, if Senator Umberg had concerns
about OCBE and/or what it’s like to work with them/under their supervision, did he
consult with charter school leaders whose organizations are authorized by OCBE for
perspective on all sides?

Teren
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Tom Umberg

Representing the 34th District





RESOLUTION COMMENDING ORANGE COUNTY SUPERINTENDENT OF
SCHOOLS' VISION AND COMMITMENT TO PUBLIC EDUCATION

RESOLUTION #2026-01

A RESOLUTION OF ORANGE COUNTY SCHOOL OF THE ARTS AND ITS BOARD
OF TRUSTEES RECOGNIZING AND COMMENDING ORANGE COUNTY
SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS AND BOARD OF EDUCATION LEADERSHIP
FOR THEIR VISION AND COMMITMENT TO EDUCATIONAL EXCELLENCE

WHEREAS, Orange County School of the Arts (“OCSA”) is committed to providing a rigorous,
high-quality academic and arts education that prepares students to thrive in college and beyond;
and,

WHEREAS, the Orange County Department of Education (“OCDE”), under the leadership of
Orange County Superintendent of Schools Dr. Stefan Bean, plays a vital role in authorizing and
overseeing charter schools, ensuring accountability, maintaining high standards, and advancing
educational excellence across Orange County; and,

WHEREAS, the Orange County Board of Education (“OCBE”), under the leadership of Board
President Mari Barke, has demonstrated steadfast leadership in service to all students, educators,
families, and communities throughout Orange County; and,

WHEREAS, OCDE and OCBE reflect a clear and strategic vision grounded in continuous
improvement, high expectations, and measurable outcomes for all students; and,

WHEREAS, Dr. Bean has consistently fostered meaningful dialogue between charter school
leaders and district leaders, creating space for thoughtful collaboration focused on innovation and
what best serves students; and,

WHEREAS, OCDE and OCBE have modeled an inclusive and student-centered approach to
leadership, supporting learners of all backgrounds and championing innovation while maintaining
strong accountability and academic rigor; and,

WHEREAS, Dr. Bean has demonstrated that excellence in public education requires both high
standards and strong partnerships, and has actively worked to align oversight, governance, fiscal
responsibility, academics, school safety, accessibility, community partnerships, facilities, and
performance expectations to improve student outcomes across the region; and,

WHEREAS, OCDE, OCBE, and Dr. Bean share a commitment to high-quality charter schools,
fiscal responsibility, transparency, and student achievement, and have worked collaboratively with
schools such as OCSA to uphold these principles.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the OCSA Board of Trustees expresses its appreciation
to OCDE and OCBE for their partnership, stewardship, and shared commitment to ensuring that
all charter schools operate with high standards and deliver strong outcomes for students; and,





BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the OCSA Board of Trustees formally recognizes and
commends Dr. Bean for his leadership, vision, integrity, and unwavering commitment to
educational excellence; and,

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that OCSA affirms its continued commitment to working
collaboratively with OCDE, OCBE, and Dr. Bean to advance innovation, accountability, and
opportunity in public education; and,

BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED that this Resolution be entered into the official minutes of the
OCSA Board of Trustees and that a copy be presented to OCBE and Dr. Bean as an expression of
OCSA’s respect and appreciation.

APPROVED AND ADOPTED this 26th day of February 2026 at a regular meeting of the OCSA
Board of Trustees.

AYES: 3
NOES: 0

ABSENT: 2

I, Gary Humphreys, Chair to the OCSA Board of Trustees, hereby certify that the foregoing
Resolution was duly and regularly adopted by the said Board at a regular meeting thereof on the
26th day of February 2026.

IN WITNESS THEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand to this Resolution this 26th day of February

2026.

Gary Humphreys, Chair
Board of Trustees
Orange County School of the Arts







From: Keller, Zach <Zach.Keller@sen.ca.gov>

Sent: Wednesday, March 25, 2026 11:05 AM

To: Mei Tsang <MTsang@uzllp.com>; Teren Shaffer <Teren.Shaffer@ocsarts.net>

Cc: Thomas J. Umberg <tumberg@uzllp.com>; Assaf, Mufida <Mufida.Assaf@sen.ca.gov>
Subject: RE: JLAC audit of OCBE concerns

You don't often get email from zach.keller@sen.ca.gov. Learn why this is important

Hi Teren & Mei!

Thank you for sharing your concerns regarding an audit of the Orange County Board of
Education (“OCBOE”). Atthe request of a large number of constituents and after
reviewing the various stories regarding the Orange County Board of Education “BOE”
(see below) -- Senator Umberg requested an audit to determine if the OCBOE was acting
in accordance with the law and with prudence in its expenditure of taxpayer funds. (I
have attached some materials related to the audit request and the issues that led to the
request.) The media reports and constituent allegations raise concerns regarding
patterns of behavior and poor decision-making that may have put the taxpayers and
students atrisk. Itis our hope that an audit will either lay these concerns to rest or lead
to further investigation. We don’t have any concerns about Orange County School of the
Arts.

1. https://ocbe.us/Pages/Updates.aspx

2. https://voiceofoc.org/2021/08/california-supreme-court-swiftly-denies-oc-board-
of-education-school-mask-mandate-petition/

3. https://www.ocregister.com/2022/03/04/court-says-oc-board-of-ed-vote-will-
use-voting-maps-drawn-by-county-committee/

4. https://voiceofoc.org/2021/08/andrews-walker-rodriguez-an-open-letter-to-mari-
barke-and-the-oc-board-of-education-concerning-your-panel-on-ethnic-
studiestruth-hurts/

5. https://blog.csba.org/oc-board-forum-crt/

6. https://voiceofoc.org/2021/03/oc-board-of-education-superintendent-spend-3-
million-in-legal-battle-to-pick-their-own-lawyers/

7. https://voiceofoc.org/2022/02/county-board-of-education-sued-for-reappointing-

one-of-its-members-after-resignation/
Lastly, if you or anyone you know has experienced any issues with the OCBOE please let

us know so we can look into it!

Thank you,
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Zach Keller| Legislative Director
Office of Senator Tom Umberg - 916-651-4043
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